
 

 

'I've been treated like the Bulger murderers': 
Baby P social worker whines about her 
sacking 
By Dan Newling and Vanessa Allen 
Last updated at 7:44 AM on 01st September 2009 

Sharon Shoesmith: Sacked after the death of Baby P 

The official at the centre of the Baby P scandal says she has been treated as 'unfairly' as the killers of 
James Bulger.  

Sharon Shoesmith claims Ed Balls's decision to sack her from her £133,000-a-year job has 'strong parallels' 
with the case of Jon Venables and Robert Thompson.  

The former head of Haringey Council's children's services argues that - as in the Bulger case - the 
punishment she received was politically-motivated. 

Mrs Shoesmith has launched an employment tribunal claim for unfair dismissal and sexual discrimination. 
Experts say that if this is successful she could expect a payout of more than £1million.  

Peter Connelly suffered almost unimaginable torture during his 17 months of life. His lifeless body was 
covered in bruises, had a snapped spine and eight broken ribs when it was discovered in a bloodspattered 
cot in August 2007.  

It was subsequently revealed that social workers in Mrs Shoesmith's department saw Peter numerous times 
in the months leading up to his death.  

Despite seeing evidence of abuse, they chose not to take him away from his lying, dysfunctional mother 
Tracey Connelly, 28, and her paedophile boyfriend Steven  

Barker, 33. Mrs Shoesmith, 56, was sacked from Haringey children's services in December last year after 
an emergency report revealed 'devastating' failures in the case.  

Since then she has started a High Court action for breach of contract as well as the employment tribunal 
claim.  

However, legal experts say she is most likely to achieve success with her application for a judicial review of 
the Children's Secretary's decision to sack her.  

Murderers: Robert Thompson (left) and Jon Venables killed James 'Jamie' Bulger 

In a summary of her judicial review application, Mrs Shoesmith's lawyer Tony Child argues that Mr Balls 
acted wrongly because of 'the intense media pressure being applied'.  

He writes: 'The Secretary of State in acting as he did, acted unlawfully in what seems to have been a knee-
jerk reaction to press coverage.'  



 

When 11-year-olds Venables and Thompson were found guilty of murdering two-year-old James Bulger in 
1993, then home secretary Michael Howard ordered they serve at least 15 years.  

 

Baby P: Peter Connelly died from abuse, despite being seen by social workers numerous times in the 
months up to his death in August 2007 

However, the House of Lords overrule dhis decision, concluding that Mr Howard had given too much weight 
to public protests. In the end the killers were released after eight years. 

Much like the huge public anger directed toward James Bulger's killers, Peter's horrific abuse prompted 
public revulsion.  

Although Peter's mother, her boyfriend and his brother Jason Owen were found guilty of allowing the abuse 
to happen, much of the anger was directed towards the officials who did nothing to stop it.  



 

 

Jamie Bulger: His killers were ordered to serve a minimum 15 years by the then Home Secretary but the 
House of Lords overruled the decision 

In the eight months up to his death, the toddler was seen 60 times by social workers, police and health 
workers. As the furore grew, Mrs Shoesmith declined to blame anyone for the scandal.  

In legal submissions, Mr Child argues that Mrs Shoesmith's case 'has strong parallels' with the Bulger case 
and that 'the Secretary of State has fallen into the same error'.  

He argues that the decision to sack her should be quashed because Mr Balls 'in so acting, did so having 
regard to irrelevant matters, for an improper purpose and irrationally'.  

The former official also complains she was 'at the centre of a media storm' and was 'being harassed daily by 
journalists as well as receiving regular-death threats'.  

Her lawyer writes that Mr Balls's decision to sack her ended her career in public service and claims that his 
conduct 'without any regard to natural justice can only be regarded as truly disgraceful'.  

Mrs Shoesmith's application for judicial review of Mr Balls's decision to sack her is being brought against 
him, the schools' watchdog Ofsted and Haringey Council.  

If she were to win, it would be a major boost to her employment tribunal actions.  

Ronnie Fox, an employment law specialist with City firm Fox, said she could expect a payout of more than 
£1million if the unfair dismissal and sexual discrimination claims claim are successful.  

He said: 'The starting point is what she would have expected to earn during the balance of her career.'  



 

As Mrs Shoesmith earned £133,000 a year when she was sacked, she could have earned another 
£1.3million before retiring at 65. Her pension entitlements could potentially add another £1.5million.  

She is claiming £133,000 - a year's notice - in the breach  

 
 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1210265/Baby-P-boss-Sharon-Shoesmith-claims-like-
Bulger-killers-blames-Balls-disgraceful-sacking.html#ixzz0Q3WOF7M6 


