There has never been a car quite like the 2CV.
Single headlamp prototypes from the 1930’s
still exist. The car went into mass production in
1949. Production finally ceased in 1990 after
over 9 million (including derivatives) had been
manufactured.
The design brief is said to have been a car
capable of being driven by peasants over a
ploughed field without breaking new-laid eggs
placed on the passenger seat. Certainly the
soft, long-travel suspension is remarkable: there
is no better car when it comes to driving over
traffic-calming humps. The 2CV suspension
was far in advance of the British equivalent —
the bouncy Hydrolastic system (first fitted as
standard equipment on the 1962 Morris 1100)
was said by designers, Alec Issigonis and Alex
Moulton to have been inspired by the success
of the 2CV. Large narrow wheels (traditionally
shod with radial Michelin X tyres) at each
corner and make the 2CV virtually impossible
to overturn.
In some ways the 2CV was undoubtedly
primitive. There are no winding or even sliding
windows. Instead the lower half of each front
window folds upward (making it particularly
easy to flick the ash from one’s Gaulloises out of
the car). The thin metal
of which the bodywork
is made is stiffened by
a series of curves or
corrugations (smoothed
out in the later and
rather characterless
hatchback Dyane).
The chassis whilst
offering excellent
road-holding and a
comfortable ride at
any speed is prone to corrosion.
The steering is heavy at slow speeds.
Mais elle a ses qualitiés. Standard equipment
for most models included a full-length folding

Fox Goes French

The objective was to prepare myself for the trip to Tréguier (see the
full report elsewhere in this issue of City Solicitor) by finding a quin-
tessentially French car to drive. Then | had a stroke of good fortune.
Peter Alfandary, bilingual head of the Reed Smith French Business
Group, Chevalier of the Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur and
consultant on business development and cross-cultural awareness,
offered me a drive in his beautifully restored Citroén Deux Chevaux.

fabric roof, seats rather like deckchairs that
could be easily be removed from the car for
a picnic, internally adjustable headlights (to
cope with varying loads) and a brilliantly simple
face-level ventilation system decades ahead
of Ford’s Aeroflow. From the very beginning
the car had hydraulic brakes on four wheels, a
four speed manual transmission controlled by
a dashboard mounted gear lever and a (rather
feeble) heater.

Because the caris so light the tiny flat 2 air cooled
engine (originally 375 cc and later increased to
602 cc) manages to keep up with traffic in town.
| found a comfortable motorway cruising speed
was around 60 m.p.h. although the roar from the
engine made the car feel faster. But it takes a
while to get to that speed. A single cable is used
for both the speedometer and the wipers so the
speed of the wipers is related to the speed of the
car - not an ideal arrangement but better than
the vacuum-operated wipers commonly found
on cars of the fifties and sixties. In any event
the 2CV which | drove, said to be the best one in
London, is only driven on sunny days. Friendly
waves from amused motorists add to the fun.
Changing the subject, your ever-diligent motoring
correspondent was recently able to time a visit
to New York to coincide both with the launch of
the iPad and the 2010 New York International
Auto Show. Fuel consumption is now a major
concern in America. The largest crowds were
around the all-electric Nissan Leaf and hybrid
models from Ford and Lexus. New federal
rules have been announced aimed at cutting
emissions and encouraging the development
of fuel-efficient cars. The new standards call
for a 35.5 miles-per-US gallon within 6 years,
a massive improvement on current averages.
Remember too that U.S. gallons are smaller
than ours; | suspect that lawyers in U.S. firms
are able to record more chargeable hours
because U.S. hours are shorter too!



